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of her father, and restoring those of Edward the Confessor.
The Empress put them off for a time with excuses, but at
last discovered some displeasure at their importunity. The
citizens, who had with much difficulty been persuaded to
receive her against their inclinations, which stood wholly for
the King, were moved with indignation at her unreasonable
refusal of their just demands, and entered into a conspiracy
to seize her person. But she had timely notice of their
design, and leaving the city by night in disguise, fled to
Oxford.

A third false step the Empress made,1 was in refusing her
new powerful friend the legate a favour he desired in behalf
of Eustace, the King's son, to grant him the lands and
honours held by his father before he came to the crown.
She had made large promises to this prelate, that she would
be directed in all things by his advice, and to be refused
upon his first application a small favour for his own nephew,
stung him to the quick; however, he governed his resent-
ments a while, but began at the same time to resume his
affection for his brother. These thoughts were cultivated
with great address by Queen Maud, who prevailed at last so
far upon the legate, that private measures were agreed be-
tween them for restoring Stephen to his liberty and crown.
The bishop took leave of the Empress, upon some plausible
pretence, and retired to Winchester, where he gave direc-
tions for supplying with men and provisions several strong
castles he had built in his diocese, while the Queen with
her son Eustace prevailed with the Londoners and men of
Kent to rise in great numbers for the King; and a powerful
army was quickly on foot, under the command of William
d'Ypres Earl of Kent.

In the mean time the Empress began to be sensible of
the errors she had committed; and in hope either to retrieve
the friendship of the legate, or take him prisoner, marched
with.her army to Winchester, where being received and
lodged in the castle, she sent immediately for the legate,
spoke much in excuse of what was past, and used all
endeavours to regain him to her interests. Bishop Henry,
on the other side, amused her with dubious answers, and

1 William of Malmesbury.    [D. S.]